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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5746

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Conmmittee on Governnment Operations & Elections (originally
sponsored by Senators Kastama, Berkey, Fairley, Benson, Prentice,
Shel don, Haugen, MAuliffe, Kline, Schm dt, Milliken and Kohl-Welles;
by request of Secretary of State)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 21/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to requiring the state to assune a share of the
costs of state primary and general elections; and anending RCW
29A. 04. 216, 29A.04.420, 29A. 04.430, and 29A. 64.081; and adding a new
section to chapter 29A 64 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 29A.04.216 and 2004 c 271 s 104 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor of each county shall be ex officio the
supervisor of all primaries and el ections, general or special, and it
shall be the county auditor's duty to provide places for holding such
primaries and el ections; to appoint the precinct election officers and
to provide for their conpensation; to provide the supplies and
materials necessary for the conduct of elections to the precinct
el ection officers; and to publish and post notices of calling such
primaries and elections in the manner provided by |law. The notice of
a primary held in an even-nunbered year nust indicate that the office
of precinct commttee officer will be on the ballot. The auditor shal
al so apportion to each city, town, or district, and to the state of

Washi ngt on ((+HA—the—odd-nurbered—year)), its share of the expense of
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such primaries and elections. This section does not apply to general
or special elections for any city, town, or district that is not
subject to RCW 29A. 04. 321 and 29A. 04. 330, but all such el ections nust
be held and conducted at the tinme, in the manner, and by the officials
(with such notice, requirenments for filing for office, and
certifications by local officers) as provided and required by the |aws
governi ng such el ecti ons.

Sec. 2. RCW 29A.04.420 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 147 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever state officers or nmeasures are voted upon at a state
primry or general election ((held+n—-anoddnurbered—year)) under RCW
((29A04-320)) 29A.04.321, the state of Washington shall assune a
prorated share of the costs of that state primary or general election.

(2) Whenever a primary or vacancy election is held to fill a
vacancy in the position of United States senator or United States
representative under chapter 29A 28 RCW the state of Washi ngton shal
assunme a prorated share of the costs of that primary or vacancy
el ection.

(3) The county auditor shall apportion the state's share of these
expenses when prorating election costs under RCW 29A. 04. 410 and shal
file such expense clainms with the secretary of state.

(4) The secretary of state shall include in his or her biennia
budget requests sufficient funds to <carry out this section
Rei mbursenents for election costs shall be from appropriations

specifically provided by |aw for that purpose.

Sec. 3. RCW 29A. 04. 430 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 148 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((
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purpose.)) The secretary of state shall pronptly notify any county
that submts an inconplete or inaccurate voucher for reinbursenent
under RCW 29A. 04. 420.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 29A 64 RCW
to read as foll ows:

If a mandatory recount is required under RCW 29A 64.021 for an
office where a candidate for the office nust file the declaration of
candidacy with the secretary of state, the county auditor shal
determ ne the expense of conducting the recount and file an expense
claim for such costs with the secretary of state. The secretary of
state shall reinburse the county an anount equal to seventy-five
percent of the cost of the recount.

Sec. 5. RCW 29A.64.081 and 2004 c 271 s 181 are each amended to
read as foll ows:

The canvassi ng board shall determ ne the expenses for conducting a
recount of votes.

The cost of the recount shall be deducted fromthe anount deposited
by the applicant for the recount at the time of filing the request for
the recount, and the balance shall be returned to the applicant. | f
the costs of the recount exceed the deposit, the applicant shall pay
the difference. No charges may be deducted by the canvassing board
fromthe deposit for a recount if the recount changes the result of the
nom nation or election for which the recount was ordered.

If the recount was requested for an office where a candidate for
the office nmust file the declaration of candidacy with the secretary of
state, and the recount changed the results of the primary or election,
the canvassing board shall file an expense claimfor the costs of that
recount with the secretary of state. The secretary of state shall
rei nburse the county an ampunt equal to seventy-five percent of the
cost of the recount.

~-- END ---
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